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hour, but recommences its whirl with the mov- 
ing of the waters. In calm weather large ves- 
sels may pass over it in safety ; but in storms 
it is perilous to the largest craft. Small boats 
are endangered in any weather at the time of 
its strongest action. The whirls, however, do 
not, as was once supposed, draw vessels under 
the water, but by their violence fill them with 
water, or dash them upon the neighboring 
shoals. In winter, says M. Hagerup, it not un- 
frequently happens that at sea a bank of clouds 
shows a west storm, with heavy surf, to be pre- 
vailing there, while further in on the coast the 
clear air shows that on the inside of the West- 
tjord (east side of Lofoden) the wind blows 
from the land, and sets out through the tjord 
from the east. In such cases especially an ap- 
proach to the maelstrom is in the highest de- 
gree dangerous, for the stream and under-cur- 
rent from opposite directions work there to- 
gether to make the whole passage one single 
boiling cauldron. At such times appear the 
mighty whirls which have given it the name 
of maelstrom (that is, the whirling or grinding 
stream), and in which no craft whatever can 
hold its course. The writer considers that it 
is quite impossible for even a steamer to force 
its passage during a winter storm, and unad- 
visable, under any circumstances, for a sailing 
vessel to undertake the risk. In the most pro- 
pitious season a sailing vessel might encounter 
a calm or a light wind, whereby the power of 
the stream would become greater than that of 
the wind, leaving the vessel no longer under 
command, and on a dangerous coast. 



QUICKSILVER IN CALIFORNIA. 
A rich quicksilver mine, called the Lawre- 
neel, has been discovered on the Fossatt claim, 
a mile and a half from the New-Almaden mine. 
Sixty men were employed (June 23) in putting 
up buildings for dwellings, smelting-houses, etc. 
The discoverer says that next to New Alma- 
den, it is the richest quicksilver mine in the 
State. The New-Almaden, the Lawreneel, 
the Guadalupe and the New-Idrin are the only 
quicksilver mines in California now worked. 



The quantity exported in 1853 was 18.800 
flasks; in 1854, 20,903; in 1855, 25,908; in 1856, 
23,924; in 1857, 27,202 ; and in 1858, 26,212 
flasks. The flask averages 75 pounds avoirdu- 
pois. The quantity retained in the State for 
domestic operations must also be large. 
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(From Page's La Plata, etc.) 








Altitude 




Lat. 


Long. of the 


Places. 


South. 


West. river. 


Montevideo. . 


.34° 54' 08" 


56° 13' 00" 




Higueritas. .. 


.34° 52' 25" 


58° 25' 55" 




Buenos Ayres 


.34° 30' 14" 


58° 33' 00" 






.34° 28' 15" 


57° 52' 00" 




San Isidro. .. 


.34° 28' 00" 


58° 30' 45" 




Martin Garcia. 34° 10' 53.7 


58° 10' 28.0 




RioNegro(mo 


).33° 21' 33" 


58° 25' 37" 






33° 18' 24" 


58° 07' 28" 




Frey Bentos . 


.33° 07' 13" 


58° 20' 25" 




Concepcion del 






Uruguay. . . 


.32° 29' 32" 


58° 14' 55" 




SaltodelUrug.31°23' 20" 


57° 59' 39" 




San Pedro 








33° 41' 00" 


59° 39' 34" 


82 




.32° 50' 44" 


G0° 36' 04" 


100 




32° 10' 00" 


60° 41' 43" 


. . . 






60° 38' 56" 


127 




30° 44' 08" 


59° 38' 42" 


160 


Goya (near) . 


.29° 07' 00" 


59° 21' 20" 




Bella Vista . . 


.28° 29' 00" 


59° 07' 01" 


220 


Corrientes. .. 


.27° 27' 31" 


50° 52' 51" 


248 




*>7° 12' 30" 


50° 14' 21" 
56° 24' 48" 




San Cosmi. .. 


.27° 19' 09" 




San Rafael . . . 


.27° 07' 39" 


56° 50' 21" 






27° 17' 32" 


58° 39' 52" 


... 




27° 07' 39" 


56° 50' 21" 






20° 37' 09" 
.20° 18' 41" 


58° 22' 35" 
N~o observ. 
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Villa Franca. 




Villa Villeta. 


.25° 29' 29" 


57° 37' 42" 






25° 10' 29.7 


57° 42' 42" 


*307 


Villa Rica — 


.25° 47' 10" 


50° 30' 20" 


f... 


Concepcion . . . 


.23° 23' 56" 


57° 30' 59" 


330 




22° 48' 45" 


57° 52' 12" 


333 


Pan de Azucar.21° 25' 10" 


5.7° 58' 54" 


J340 


Olimpo (Ft. 






Bourbon) . 


.21° 01' 39" 


57° 55' 40" 


306 




20° 36' 24" 


58° 05' 59" 


. . . 




19° 55' 43" 


57° 52' 34" 


383 


Albuquerque . 


.19° 26' 53" 


57° 28' 31" 


390 




18° 59' 43" 


57° 44' 36" 


396 



* The city is 63 feet higher than the river, 
t An interior town — 323 feet above Asuncion. 
} Summit 1,355 feet. 



